
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATES5946 November 12, 2014 
the pteropod, a key food source for 
salmon. 

Here is my challenge to my Repub-
lican colleagues who say they are not 
scientists: Ask the scientists. Ask the 
scientists at your own home State uni-
versities. And ask the folks, by the 
way, employed by your outdoor indus-
tries—the people who see the changes 
happening around them. Ask your park 
rangers. Ask your forest rangers. 

If a colleague is from North Carolina, 
ask the scientists at the University of 
North Carolina Institute of Marine 
Sciences. 

If a colleague is from Colorado, ask 
the scientists at the National Center 
for Atmospheric Research in Boulder. 

If a colleague is from Iowa, ask the 
scientists at the Center for Global and 
Regional Environmental Research at 
the University of Iowa. 

If a colleague is from Arizona, ask 
the scientists at the University of Ari-
zona, which hosts the Climate Assess-
ment for the Southwest Program. 

If a colleague is from Florida, ask the 
scientists at the University of Florida’s 
Climate Institute. 

If a colleague is from Texas, ask the 
scientists at the Texas Center for Cli-
mate Studies at Texas A&M. The 
Aggies get climate change. Check it 
out. 

If a colleague is from New Hamp-
shire, ask biologist Eric Orff, who 
worked for the New Hampshire Fish 
and Game Department for 30 years, 
what is happening to the moose. Ask 
Mike Bartlett of the New Hampshire 
Audubon Society what is happening to 
the purple finch, the State bird. 

If a colleague is from Utah, ask the 
Park City Foundation and, while col-
leagues are at it, employees at Alta 
Ski Area, Canyons Resort, Deer Crest, 
Deer Valley, or Park City Mountain 
Resort what they foresee for that in-
dustry. 

If a colleague is from Idaho, ask Uni-
versity of Idaho Professor Jeffrey 
Hicke how rising temperatures let 
loose the bark beetle and decimated al-
most 1,000 square miles of the iconic 
mountain pine forests. 

If my colleagues like big business, if 
they think only the private sector 
knows anything, then ask the big prop-
erty casualty reinsurers such as Mu-
nich Re or Swiss Re, who have billions 
of dollars at stake and have to get this 
right. 

If a colleague is from Georgia, ask 
the folks from Coca-Cola. If a colleague 
is from Arkansas, ask the folks from 
Walmart. If a colleague is from North 
Carolina, ask the folks at $30 billion 
clothing maker VF Corporation. They 
all have a lot of money riding on get-
ting this right, and they are making 
decisions based on business, not on ide-
ology. So ask them. 

If my colleagues trust the military, 
ask ADM Samuel Locklear, com-
mander of U.S. Pacific Command, who 
says climate risk is the most dan-
gerous long-term challenge we face in 
the Pacific. 

If my colleagues are looking for some 
pretty good high-level scientists, they 
might want to ask NASA and NOAA. 
Remember NASA? They put a rover 
safely on the surface of Mars, and they 
are driving it around on Mars. Do my 
colleagues think they might know 
what they are talking about? 

If my colleagues need to hear it from 
Republicans, ask former Republican 
Treasury Secretaries, such as George 
Shultz and Hank Paulson. Ask former 
Republican EPA Administrators such 
as Bill Ruckelshaus, Christine Todd 
Whitman, William Reilly, and Lee 
Thomas. Ask James Brainard, the Re-
publican mayor of Carmel, IN. Ask Bob 
Dixon, the Republican mayor of 
Greensburg. Ask Betty Price, the Re-
publican mayor of Fort Worth, TX. Ask 
Republican mayor Sylvia Murphy and 
county commissioner George Neugent 
of Monroe County, FL. 

If my colleagues are not scientists, 
just ask. Do your homework. Exercise 
this new great responsibility that will 
come with the great power you have 
won. But don’t pretend climate change 
isn’t real. Even your own young voters 
know better than that. A majority of 
Republican voters under age 35 think a 
politician who denies climate change is 
ignorant, out of touch, or crazy. Those 
were the words checked off in the poll. 
To paraphrase Michael Corleone from 
that great movie, ‘‘Don’t tell me it 
isn’t real, because it insults my intel-
ligence and it makes me very angry. 

To our Republicans, I say I want to 
be your best friend in all of this, the 
kind of best friend who tells you when 
you are in no shape to drive and should 
hand over the keys until you are sober 
enough to drive safely even if it makes 
you mad to hear it, the kind of friend 
who will tell you the truth you need to 
hear but don’t want to hear. And let 
me say, friends don’t let friends deny 
climate change. 

I know the big carbon polluters want 
this issue to be ignored. But responsi-
bility is knowing when to tell even 
your friends no. Responsibility is doing 
what is factual and is based in real 
science and measurement. Responsi-
bility is doing what is right for your 
State and for your country in the long 
run, not just what rewards your sup-
porters—even those really big sup-
porters—in the short run. 

Maybe as their friends you might 
even want to have a little conversation 
with them because this is only going 
one way. As Pope Francis just said, 
God is not ‘‘a magician with a magic 
wand.’’ He put laws of the universe, 
laws of nature in place, and we don’t 
get a pass on them just because it is 
politically convenient. How long does 
ExxonMobil think it can pursue 
unsustainable fossil fuel goals by fixing 
the politics? Laws of nature can’t be 
bought or repealed. The Koch brothers 
are rich enough to buy virtually any-
thing, but even they can’t buy new 
laws of nature. BP went and quietly 
shut down its solar and wind programs, 
but carbon still does what carbon does. 

As your friends, they might need a lit-
tle intervention from you. 

Just so you know, I am not going 
anywhere. I have homes and businesses 
being swept into the ocean in my 
State. I have fishermen who tell me it 
is getting weird out there in Rhode Is-
land Sound, that the lobsters and fish 
aren’t where they are supposed to be 
when they are supposed to be there, 
that they are catching the kinds of fish 
their fathers and grandfathers never 
saw in their nets. 

It is getting weird out there. I am not 
going anywhere. My State is small and 
coastal, and worse, bigger storms put 
us in serious danger. I am not ever 
going to ignore that. I am never going 
to walk away from this issue. I will 
never deny what Rhode Islanders see 
right in front of their faces and what 
all our expert warnings tell us is only 
going to get worse. 

If you are going to be responsible and 
not just powerful, you won’t deny this 
issue and walk away either. I promise 
you this. One way or another, we are 
going to get this done. 

I yield the floor. 
I suggest the absence of a quorum. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 

clerk will call the roll. 
The assistant legislative clerk pro-

ceeded to call the roll. 
Mr. WHITEHOUSE. I ask unanimous 

consent that the order for the quorum 
call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

MORNING BUSINESS 

Mr. WHITEHOUSE. Mr. President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate proceed to a period of morning 
business, with Senators permitted to 
speak therein for up to 10 minutes 
each. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

PARAGUAY 

Mr. LEAHY. Mr. President, a com-
mon reality that permeates the com-
plex and colorful history of Latin 
America is large numbers of landless, 
impoverished people and small elites 
who control the majority of the land 
and the country’s wealth, often ex-
ploiting its natural resources for per-
sonal gain. 

While the significant growth of the 
middle class in some South American 
countries over the past decade is en-
couraging, nowhere is the disparity of 
land ownership more pronounced than 
in Paraguay, a landlocked country of 
6.5 million people that rarely receives 
the attention of the U.S. Congress. 

A few statistics tell the story. Some 
80 percent of agricultural land in Para-
guay is owned by just 1.6 percent of the 
landowners, and the 600 largest prop-
erties comprise 40 percent of the total 
productive land. Meanwhile, a third of 
a million small farmers have no land at 
all. It should surprise no one that 40 
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